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Dear Henry, 


Historically, University research (especially agricultural research) has 
only benefitted a certain small segment of the population. This research has 
ignored the needs and problems of groups that could and should benefit from 
the resources of the University - groups like the farm workers, small farmers, 
organic farmers, minorities, consumer cooperatives, low income groups and 
environmentalists. 


Although those outside of the University have recognized that the land 
grant university system has failed to fulfill its function of serving all of 
the people, it is only recently that those within these institutions have begun 
to question the focus of University research. This concern, as of yet, has 
not led to any real changes. But, it makes the time ripe for concerned 
individuals and groups to begin work towards a re-direction of priorities for 
University research. 


To begin this re-orientation process, we are calling for a conference 
on June 22 to bring together people who will articulate the needs of groups 
currently lacking access to University resources, and discuss how the 
University should change to meet these needs. 


We need your input into the planning of the conference, as well as at 
the conference itself. Please let us know what topics, issues and questions 
you want raised. Enclosed is a proposed program; please indicate your 
response and any additions you may suggest. 


We are also enclosing a "scorecard" listing problem areas, as we see 
them, and what the University is doing about them. But we recognize that 
there are biases in our perspective and request that you use the blank 
scorecard to define other problem areas and suggest ways that the University 
should respond. We will compile the responses for distribution at the 
conference, and further distribute them to change-oriented groups and 
University people who indicate an interest in doing research for human use 
rather than technological research for the sake of efficiency. 


We would like to hear from you whether or not you can attend; and from 
others you know that are involved in similar work. If you can attend and 
need some help in covering expenses like transportation, we do have some 
funds for this. Let us hear from you soon. 


Sincerely 


as Ee 
Sy cee. —~) - 
Isao Werte ee Director 


Social Implications of University Research 


TENTATIVE CONFERENCE PROGRAM 


8:00 - 9:00 am Registration 


9:00 - 10:30 Panel: What We Need and How the University Can Help 


Isao Fujimoto (Department of Applied Behavioral 
Sciences, UC Davis), Moderator 


Jerry Goldstein (Organic Gardening and Farming) 
Cliff Humphreys (community ecosystems study) 
Dave Weiman (rural studies) 


Manuel Santana (Central Coast Counties Develop- 
ment Corporation, Rural Economic Development) 


Robert Van Den Bosch (Division of Biological Con- 
trol, UC Berkeley) 


Representative of United Farm Workers 


Representative of consumer groups 


203 305-12 3:30 Workshops 


Needs of organic farmers and alternative methods 
of farming 


Organization of cooperatives 
Farm worker problems 
Development of rural communities 


Alternative technologies 


PAR BO 1 230 Lunch (will be provided) 
1:30 ~- 2:30 Continuation of workshops 


2330 = 4:30 Report on workshops by representatives 


Comments from University officials 


Where Do We Go From Here? 


Isao Fujimoto, Director, Social Implications of 
Research project, UC Davis 


| 
PROBLEM AREAS | SOME UNIVERSITY 
| RESEARCH PROJECTS 


: | ‘ 
How to organize farm None that we know 
and consumer co-ops | of 


Organic farmers None that we know 
of 


Decline of rural “Growth Trends and 

communities Potentials of Calif 
Non-Metropolitan 
Communities” 


"Institutional 
Structures for In- 
proving Rural Com- 
munity Services" 


Impact of urbaniza- |"Economic Effects 
tion on farming of Urban Growth on 
Agriculture" 


RESEARCH WE THINK 
MIGHT BE USEFUL 


Methods of organizing coopera- 

tive farms for migrant and per- 
menent labor wishing to improve 
their standard of living. Might 
use the strawberry cooperative 

in Salinas as a model. 

Also, on the organization of 
buyers‘ co-ops. Altho food co- 
ops do reduce the cost of food 
to the consumer, they are inef- 
ficient and need to be improved. 
These co-ops can benefit the 
rural poor by reducing the cost 
of food, and can assist the 
small farmer by creating a di- 
rect link between the buying 
public and the farmer. 


Altho in Calif. alone, there 
are more than 500,000 people 
into organic gardening and farm- 
ing, there is no research being 
done to help these people. The 
University should begin re- 
search on methods of organic 
farming and should encourage 
people to use these methods as 
well as conventional methods 

of farming. 


Research needed to determine 
cost of keeping people on small 
holdings and assisting them in 
marketing of crops. Also, fac- 
tors which contxrihute to demise 
of small farms and decline af 
rural communities should be 
studied in depth and methods 

to change current trends devel- 
oped. Examples: What are legal, 
economic advantages of large 
farms? How do institutions,such 
as growers’ cooperatives and 
govt. agencies, differentially 
serve different size farmers? 


Need research on impact of ur- 
banization on different size 
farms and farm operations-- 
while bills have been presented 


(Continued on back) 


Impact of urbaniza* 
tion on farming 
(continued) 


Effect of new tech- 
nology on farm work- 
ers 


Environmental effect 


: | 
“Creating Recreation 
Opportunities in In 
tensive Farm Areas” 


“Labor Force and 


iTechnical Progress 


in? Caliet. 
ture" 


Agricul- 


“Analysis of Deteri 
orating Casual Labo 
Market, Its Suppor- 
tive Community, the 
People Involved in 
this Market, Espe- 
cially Able Bodied 
Singlemen, Primarily 
Day~Haul Farm Labor 
Market" 


"Comparative Effects 
of Pesticides on 
Several Avian Spe- 
cies" 


"Physiological Con~ 
sequences of Long 
Term Exposure to: Lo 
Levels of Toxins" 


“The Response of 
Plants and Plant 
Communities to Sus- 
tained Use of Herbi- 
cides" 


in legislature to preserve ag. 
production thru tax protection, 
not known whether these mea~ 
sures go far enough or have 

any significant impact at all. 
There's 2-mile grace area, not 
included in Williamson Act, 
around each urban area in Yolo 
Co.~--will this be extended in 

a few years? Despite William- 
son Act, there's strong move 

to divide parcels into 20-acre 
units--what impact will this 
have on ag production? Need 
thorough method of evaluating 
land use options in rural areas. 


Research needed to determine 
effect of labor-saving produc- 
tion devices on people depend- 
ing on farm work for liveli- 
hood. What happens to those 
displaced by new farm machi- 
nery? 

Should also study problems 
of farm workers associated w/ 
different'crops where mechani- 
zation has recently been in-~ 
*roduced. 

Also, methods should be 
developed for assessing social 
impact of each new kind of 
research. 


Herbicides--do "weeds" disrupt’ 
ag. so much that it's worth 

the money and potential in- 
creased env. degradation? 

Could men and small machines 
do weed control at a reasona- 
ble cost? Do herbicides re- 
duce’ soil productivity thru 


‘time? 


Fertilizers--we need info on 
the possible imbalances in 
soil caused by application of 
selected minerals only. Can 
this lead to disruption of 
soil ecosystem and long term 
loss of productivity and/or 
even greater dependence on 
soil additives? What are pos- 
sibilities of returning vege- 
table and animal wastes to 
the soil? 


PROBLEM AREAS 


Please use the back of this sheet for any comments, criticisms, sugges~ 
tions, and ideas you have for the conference. Please return this and 

the tear-off from the cover sheet in the enclosed self-addressed envelope 
by June 8, 1973. We look forward to hearing from you! 


CRSICY 


A CONFERENCE 


TO INITIATE THE REDIRECTION OF PRIORITIES FOR UNIVERSITY RESEARCH 


Friday, June 22, 1973 
University of California at Davis 


135 Everson Hall 


Lunch will be served Registration: 8 - 


Address 


eens 


___. Yes, I will attend the conference on June 22. 


Yes, I will need some help to defray transportation costs; 
approximate cost or mileage 


I cannot attend, but have enclosed the scorecard with my ideas 


for improving the conference. 


